Comparison of right colon, left colon, and rectal carcinoma.
Three hundred fifteen cases of adenocarcinoma were analyzed for differences between lesions in the right colon, left colon, and rectum for the period 1978 to 1983. The right colon cancers accounted for 1/3 of the cases and were associated with a higher incidence of anemia. The incidence of obstruction was the same between the right and left colon but lower for the rectal lesions. Left colon and rectal cancers had a higher incidence of gross bleeding than right colon cancers, but all had a high rate of occult blood in the stool. The Duke stage of the lesions, which was similar throughout the colon and rectum, is a reliable prognostic indicator.